Sec. 21-9.80-1 Waikiki special district--Objectives.
The objectives of the Waikiki special district are to:
(a) Promote a Hawaiian sense of place at every opportunity.
(b) Guide development and redevelopment in Waikiki with due consideration to optimum community benefits. These
shall include the preservation, restoration, maintenance, enhancement and creation of natural, recreational,
educational, historic, cultural, community and scenic resources.
(c) Support the retention of a residential sector in order to provide stability to the neighborhoods of Waikiki.
(d) Provide for a variety of compatible land uses which promote the unique character of Waikiki, emphasizing mixed
uses.
(e) Support efficient use of multimodal transportation in Waikiki, reflecting the needs of Waikiki workers,
businesses, residents, and tourists. Encourage the use of public transit rather than the private automobile,
and assist in the efficient flow of traffic.
(f) Provide for the ability to renovate and redevelop existing structures which otherwise might experience
deterioration. Waikiki is a mature, concentrated urban area with a large number of nonconforming uses and
structures. The zoning requirements of this special district should not, therefore, function as barriers to
desirable restoration and redevelopment lest the physical decline of structures in Waikiki jeopardize the
desire to have a healthy, vibrant, attractive and well-designed visitor destination.
(g) Enable the city to address concerns that development maintain Waikiki's capacity to support adequately,
accommodate comfortably, and enhance the variety of worker, resident and visitor needs.
(h) Provide opportunities for creative development capable of substantially contributing to rejuvenation and
revitalization in the special district, and able to facilitate the desired character of Waikiki for areas
susceptible to change.
(i) Encourage architectural features in building design which complement Hawaii's tropical climate and
ambience, while respecting Waikiki's urbanized setting. The provision of building elements such as open
lobbies, lanais, and sunshade devices is encouraged.
(j) Maintain, and improve where possible: mauka views from public viewing areas in Waikiki, especially from public
streets; and a visual relationship with the ocean, as experienced from Kalakaua Avenue, Kalia Road and Ala Moana
Boulevard. In addition, improve pedestrian access, both perpendicular and lateral, to the beach and the Ala Wai
Canal.
(k) Maintain a substantial view of Diamond Head from the Punchbowl lookouts by controlling building heights
in Waikiki that would impinge on this view corridor.
(l) Emphasize a pedestrian-orientation in Waikiki. Acknowledge, enhance and promote the pedestrian
experience to benefit both commercial establishments and the community as a whole. Walkway systems
shall be complemented by adjacent landscaping, open spaces, entryways, inviting uses at the ground level,
street furniture, and human-scaled architectural details. Where appropriate, open spaces should be actively
utilized to promote the pedestrian experience.
(m) Provide people-oriented, interactive, landscaped open spaces to offset the high-density urban ambience.
Open spaces are intended to serve a variety of objectives including visual relief, pedestrian orientation,
social interaction, and fundamentally to promote a sense of "Hawaiianness" within the district. Open
spaces, pedestrian pathways and other ground level features should be generously supplemented with
landscaping and water features to enhance their value, contribute to a lush, tropical setting and promote a
Hawaiian sense of place.
(n) Support a complementary relationship between Waikiki and the convention center. (Added by Ord. 99-12)

